dysfunctional hybrid mix of traditional and modern governance, developing potential oil reserves and deciding whether to resume talks with Mogadishu.
A former British protectorate, Somaliland reasserted its sovereignty by declaring independence from Somalia in 1991. Somaliland's separate colonial status (namely its five days of sovereign independence in June 1960 before uniting with the former Italian colony of Somalia) coupled with questions over the legality of its union with Somalia and the brutal destruction meted out by Siad Barre's regime in the war to depose him, make it possible for Somaliland to present its case as the dissolution of a failed union rather than as secession. state: an entity that controls territory, provides governance, receives popular support, persists over time and yet remains unrecognized by other sovereign states.
Democracy in Somaliland
The Somaliland's initial attempt to develop a secure voter register before the 2010 presidential elections was mired in controversy. Although the resultant register was employed in those elections, it 'was by then so tainted by errors and problems that it was abandoned not long afterwards'. 19 The lack of a voter registry and the ease by which indelible ink was removed meant that 'successful attempts at multiple voting occurred at very significant levels' during the 2012 local elections. 20 To address these problems, Somaliland adopted sub- 
The election and its immediate aftermath: Peaceful poll but difficult post-vote period
Somaliland had 1,642 polling stations operating for election day. Typically, polling stations were staffed by four NEC employees, often university students, who were deployed outside their home regions to minimize the potential for clan connections to compromise impartiality.
In the urban centers, it was not unusual to find polling stations staffed entirely by women. In the rural areas, all-male polling staff was the norm. In addition to officials, most polling Somaliland police officers were deployed outside all polling stations but were not supposed to enter them. In most cases, they maintained a discreet and professional presence and did not interfere with the conduct of the election.
By almost all accounts, the election was peaceful, festive and orderly. 25 Hundreds of voters were queued outside polling stations hours before they opened at 7:00 AM. In total, Finally, on the international front, Somaliland remains committed to seeking widespread international recognition of its proclaimed sovereignty but has made no progress in this regard. The Bihi Administration has an opportunity to direct more of its focus toward expanding Somaliland's 'engagement without recognition' with willing partners like Djibouti, Ethiopia, the UAE, the US and the UK. 39 The other major international issue soon to confront the new administration will be whether and how to re-engage in talks with
Somalia. There is widespread dissatisfaction in Somaliland with Turkey's role as a mediator in the previous talks and it is difficult to see the talks getting anywhere without new mediators. Somaliland will probably feel some pressure to seem cooperative, but it has 37 Personal interviews, oil industry executive 1, Hargeisa, gained little from earlier talks and will enter new ones with limited hopes for any substantive progress.
Somaliland deserves praise for its peaceful and successful presidential election. It has certainly suffered in recent years from having an aging president in declining health and will benefit from the fresh start of a new administration. The Bihi administration has been cautious since the inauguration in adopting a careful approach to assembling a cabinet and starting the new term, but they face considerable challenges if Somaliland is to be placed firmly on track to build on past progress.
